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Keep samples in a humid chamber for a few to get fungus to sporulate so it can be identified.
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Soak canker or leaf bits in 70% rubbing alcohol for 90 sec-
onds, rinse in sterile water and then aseptically plate on PDA.



Serial dilution and plating of bacteria to get individual colonies for help with identification.
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Microscope slide preparation

Remove a small bit of fungus or infected plant tissue, or, using a single edge razor blade, make 
several thin sections of leaf or wood tissue (at the necrotic-green boundary) on a plastic Petri 
dish. View sections at 10x and place 3 or 4 of the thinner ones on a microscope slide in one drop 
of 0.5% Phloxine B or 1% Safranin O stain (rehydrate leaf in 0.3% KOH first if necessary). 
Lower cover slip one edge first and gently press down to remove air bubbles with wooden handle 
of teasing needle. Images can be taken of good sections with the camera-equipped microscope. 
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